
Chapter 6: Modern Biosocial Perspectives of Criminal Behavior  

autonomic nervous 
system: the portion of 
the nervous system that 
consists of our anxiety 
levels, such as the fight-
or-flight response, as well 
as our involuntary motor 
activities (e.g., heart rate).

A child experiencing a 
temper tantrum, which 
can often happen among 
children who have a low-
functioning autonomic 
nervous system.
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